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787 May 26, 1899 

GUADELOUPE. 

Quarantine against Porto Rico removed. 

Pointe A Pitre, May 15, 1899. 
Secretary State, Washington: Quarantine is removed against Porto 
Eico to-day. Ayme. 

MAURITIUS. 

Report of plague in Port Louis. 

United States Consulate, 
Port Louis, Mauritius, March 29, 1899. 

Sm : In reference to my cablegram of February 8, 1899, reporting 
the outbreak of bubonic plague in Mauritius, and the official confirma- 
tion of same by my dispatch No. 63 dated February 14, 1899, I have 
now the honor to call the further attention of the Department to the 
conflicting and vacillating accounts as per sundry newspaper clippings 
inclosed and published in the leading journal of the colony. 

Eeferring to the last two paragraphs of the above- numbered dispatch. 
I may state that a short time afterwards I called at the health depart- 
ment, bringing with me the Department circular dated October 31, 
1898, and requested some information on the subjects named, in order 
to enable me to reply to the questions asked in the circular. 

In the absence of the chief medical officer I was referred to his locum 
tenens, who informed me that there were no published accounts or 
other sanitary documents on file in his office except such ordinances as 
those which he gave me on a previous visit to his bureau, and which 
I forwarded to the Department per local post as reported in my dispatch 
dated January 28, 1898, and in answer to Department circular dated 
August 13, 1897. I therefore regret that for lack of any correct data 
I am so far unable to answer intelligently the several questions of 
the circular, and can only report the sanitary state of the colony as 
it comes under my observation and as reported in the newspapers. 

Apropos to the existence of plague and the present unsanitary con- 
dition of the health of the colony, I have to call the attention of the 
Department to the fact that during the quarter ended March 31, 1899. 
there have been eight bills of health issued by this consulate to vessels 
loaded with sugar and bound from this port for Delaware Breakwater, 
United States of America. All of them were British vessels and bound 
for the above port except the Samar, of Boston, which cleared for Sandy 
Hook. In this connection I may remark that, although there were 4 
American vessels in port during this quarter, not 1 of them was favored 
with a cargo to the States by the two principal English houses which 
have the monopoly of the American business here, although one of the 
American captains told me that offers were made by some of them for 
a cargo, but whilst they paid 19 shillings per ton to the British vessels, 
they only offered them 15 shillings per ton. The Samar. the only 
American vessel that got a cargo to the States, was chartered by a 
French house, which had only received the one order for sugar shipped 
to the States. 

Eegarding the issuing of bills of health, it is supposed or expected 
here, that the consul will follow the report given in the colonial bill of 
health, which is presented at the consulate by the agents of the vessels 
accompanied by the captains. 



